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PL, PT, RO, SC, SO, SG, SK, SL, SM, TJ, TN, TR, TT, UA, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZW 

In accordance with Rule 47.1(c-fcu)(ii), those Offices accept the present notice as conclusive evidence that the Contracting State for which 
that Office acts as a designated Office does not require the furnishing, under Article 22, by the applicant of a copy of the international 
application. 

4. TIME LIMITS for entry into Ihe national phase 

For the designated or elected Offices) listed above, the applicable time limit for entering the national phase will, subject to what is said in 
the following paragraph, be 30 MONTHS from the priority dale. 

in practice, time limits other than the 30-month time limit will continue to apply, for various periods of lime, in respect of certain of the 
designated or elected Officc(s) listed above. For regular updates on the applicable time limits (30 or 31 months, or other lime limit), 
Office by Office, refer lo the PCT Gazette, ihe PCT Newsletter and the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume U, National Chapters, all available 
from WIPO's Internet site, at hup 7/www.wipo.inL/pci/cn/indcx. html. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility lo monitor all these lime limits. 



The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Co] om be tics 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.+4l 22 740 14 35 



Authorized officer 



Yoshiko Kuwahara 



Facsimile No.+41 22 338 90 90 



Form PCT/IB/3 08 (Second and Supplementary Notice) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2005/002500 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
Int. CI 7 H04L12/56, 12/28 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
Int. CI 7 H04L12/56, 12/28 



Documentation searched other than mmimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
Jitsuyo Shinan Kbho 1922-1996 Jitsuyo Shinan TodcqJoi Kbho 1996-2005 

Kbkai Jitsuyo arviTvin Kdho 1971-2005 Tbroku Jitsuyo Shinan Kbho 1994-2005 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



JP 2002-232448 A (Mitsubishi Electric Corp.), 
16 August, 2002 (16.08.02), 
(Family: none) 

JP 2002-247634 A (Nihon University) , 
3 0 August, 2002 (30.08.02), 
(Family: none) 

JP 2-214349 A (NEC Corp.), 
27 August, 1990 (27.08.90), 
( Fami ly : none ) 

JP 2002-369239 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 
20 December, 2002 (20.12.02), 
( Fami ly : none ) 



1-10 



1-10 



1-10 



1-10 



x I Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. 



1 I See patent family annex. 



"L" 

■cr 
■P" 



Special categories of cited documents: 

document defining the general state of the art which is not considered 
to be of particular relevance 

earlier application or patent but published on ox after the international 
filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

*Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
19 May, 2005 (19.05.05) 



Date of nailing of the international search report 
07 June, 2005 (07.06.05) 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 

Facsimile ]^Q- 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SB ARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2005/002500 



| C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


If 


I Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. \ 



X 
Y 



X 
Y 



X 
Y 



D,Y 



06 January, 2005 (06.01.05), 
(Family: none) 

Ichiro Takashima and Masao Ikezaki, "An 
expanded spanning- tree protocol for home- 
oriented network management " , IEEE Transactions 
on Consumer Electronics, Vol.37, No. 3, (Aug. 
1991) , pages 379 to 287 

Ichiro TAKASHIMA and Masao IKEZAKI, "An 
Expanded Spanning -Tree Protocol for Home- . 
Oriented Network Management", IEEE 1991 
International Conference on Consumer 
Electoronics (5-7 June 1991), pages 84 
to 85 

JP 4-284749 A (Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co. , Ltd. ) , 

09 October, 1992 (09.10.92), 
& JP 3114219 B 

JP 2002-118597 A (Mitsubishi Electric Corp.), 
19 April, 2002 (19.04.02), 
Par. Nos. [0082], [0085] 
( Fami ly : none ) 

JP 2003-152786 A (NEC Corp.) , 
23 May, 2003 (23.05.03), 
& US 2003/0091001 Al 

JP 2-137544 A (Fujitsu Ltd.), 
25 May, 1990 (25.05.90), 
( Fami ly : none ) 

JP 2000-261499 A (NTT Data Corp.), 
22 September, 2000 (22.09.00), 
Par. Nos. [0027] to [0031] 
(Family: none) 



11,14,16,19 
22 
15,21 



11,14,16,19, 
22 
15,21 



11,14,16,19, 
22 
15,21 



15,21 



15,21 



23,24,27 



23,24,27 



Form PCT/1SA/210 (continuation of second sheet) (January 2004) 



